£ i8 ] 

The verbs are likewife to be diftinguifhed ao- 
cording to their qualities, as a&ives from neuters ;:, 
the negled: of which has already introduced fome- 
barbarities in our converfation, which, if not obviated- 
by juft animadveriions, may in time creep into our. 
writings. 

Thus, my Lord, will our language be laid down,, 
diftindt in its minuteft fubdi virions, and refolved into* 
its elemental principles. And who upon this furvey 
can forbear to wifh, that thefe fundamental atoms of. 
our fpeech might obtain the firmnefs and immuta- 
bility of the primogenial and conftituent; particles of 
matter, that they might retain their fubftance while 
they alter their appearance, and be varied and com- 
pounded, yet not deftroyed. 

But this is a privilege which words are fcarcely to- 
expedt; for, like their, author, when they are not gain- 
ing ftrength, they are generally lofingit*. Though art 
may fometimes prolong their duration, it will rarely 
give them perpetuity, and their changes will be almoft 
always informing us, that language is the work of 
man, of a being from whom permanence and lia- 
bility cannot be derived. 

Words having been hitherto considered as fepa- 
rate and unconnected, are now to be likewife exa- 
mined. 


mined as they are ranged in their various relations!*) others 
by the rules of SYNTAX or conftru&ion, to which 
I do not know that any regard has been yet fliewn in 
Englifh dictionaries, and in which the grammarians 
can give little afliftance. The fyntaxof this language 
is too inconftant to be reduced to rules, and can be 
only learned by the diitindt confederation of particular 
words as they are ufed by the beft authors. Thus, 
we fay, according to the pfefent modes of fpeech, 
the foldier died of his wounds, and the failor pe- 
rifhed with hunger ; and every man acquainted with 
our language would be offended by a change of thefe 
particles, which yet feem originally affigned by chance, 
there being no reafon to be drawn from grammar or 
reafon why a man may not, with equal propriety, 
be faid to dye with a wound, or perifh of hunger. 

Our fyntax therefore is not to be taught by ge- 
neral rules, but by fpecial precedents ; and in exa- 
mining whether Addifon has been with juftice accufed 
of a folecifm in this paffage, 

The poor inhabitant— — 

Starves in the midft of nature's bounty curft 

And in the loaden vineyard dies for thirfi. 

it is not in our power to have recourfe to any efta- 
bhfhed laws of fpeech, but we muft remark how the 
writers of former ages have ufed the fame word, and 
confider whether he can be acquitted of impropriety, 
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